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Please read the following information before completing your application


What is the 16-19 Bursary Fund?

The fund is made available from the government through its funding body - Young People’s Learning Agency (YPLA) for 16-18 year olds - to provide assistance to students whose access to, or completion of, education is inhibited by financial constraints or barriers. 


Who is eligible to apply for 16-19 Bursary Funding?

Students following government (ESFA) funded full time or part-time courses, who are 16 years and over and under 19 years of age who meet one or more of the following criteria:-
· Students who are in care, are just leaving care, are in direct receipt of Income Support or are disabled and in receipt of both Employment Support Allowance and Disability Living Allowance
· Students who are economically or socially disadvantaged and at risk of not taking up or continuing in their education without some financial support e.g. Free School Meal students or those previously in receipt of Pupil Premium funding.
· Students whose family home income cannot meet the financial demands of important educational expenses


How will The Astley Cooper School assess applications and allocate 16-19 Bursary funding?

The 16-19 Bursary Fund is a limited fund and the school will prioritise allocation. Students who are eligible for any level of funding should complete an application form and hand it to the Sixth Form Team as soon as possible. 

A Bursary Fund Committee will meet to consider all applications. Students who are deemed eligible should be aware that to continue to receive a bursary/funding:
· There must be no unauthorised absences during the school day
· Punctuality must be good.
· Attendance must be at 95% or above.
· They must maintain acceptable levels of behaviour and effort


The Bursary Fund Committee

The Bursary Fund Committee will meet as required but emergency meetings may need to be called. The Bursary Fund Committee will be made up of: Head of Sixth Form, Deputy Headteacher and the Business Manager. All recommendations will be referred to the Headteacher for approval. Learners and their parents/carers should understand that the available fund is limited. Any appeals against decisions can be made to the Chair of Governors, via the Clerk to the Governors who will follow the school’s complaints procedure.


Financial support for Sixth Form Students

The following information applies to students aged 16 to 18 on 31 August 2023 taking a full-time further education course in 2023/24.

We will be operating two levels of funding: High Level Fund and In School Support.

High Level Fund

Some students may be entitled to a grant or bursary of up to £1200.  You could get this if you are in one of the following categories:
· You are living in care, or have recently left living in care
· You, the learner, are receiving income support or universal credit because you are financially supporting yourself or someone who is dependent on you.
· You, the learner, are disabled and receiving both Employment Support Allowance and Disability Living Allowance

Payments will be made on a half-termly basis. Payments will be subject to review by the Bursary Fund Committee.

If you think you are eligible for this £1200 bursary, please complete the application form,  but be aware that there may be a possibility of receiving a limited or no award if you do not meet some of the criteria.

	In School Support

You could receive this level of funding if:
· You are in receipt of Free School Meals (or have been in the last 6 years)
· You were eligible for Pupil Premium in Year 11
· Your household is in receipt of income based means tested benefits.
· You have an identifiable financial need and need extra support

Payments will be made on an “as needed” ad-hoc basis to pay for one off costs such as:
· The cost of transport, essential course equipment, course related trips, UCAS fee, travel to open days and interviews, course related sporting activities, uniform or other school resources 
· exam resit fees

Students would need to complete the full bursary form at the start of the academic year, then, as and when items are required (for example textbooks), complete an ad-hoc request for funds on a separate form available from the Sixth Form Team. This enables us to evidence which items have been funded or purchased on the student’s behalf.

Those in the In School Support group will be considered for funding based on the school’s allocation and subject to available funding.
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