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Why revise?

� Activity 1

� Try to remember what you did on your birthday three years 
ago.

� Write down as much as you can, you must include:
� Where you were

� What you did

� The presents you received

� Who gave you each of those presents



How did you do?

� How would you rate your performance 

� Green – I could remember everything – no 
problemo!

� Amber – I managed to remember something about 
the day

� Red – What birthday? – I’m only 21 after all so I 
must have missed a few! 



What am I trying to prove?

� Your birthday is quite an important event

� An ordinary lesson is even harder to remember

� Your birthday is one day

� Science lessons happen every day

� If the lesson happened in year 9… would YOU remember it



� Do you know what is happening behind closed doors?



“But I am revising – I’m using my 
revision guide”

� OK let’s see how that works…

� Here is a double page from the revision 
guide (pg 98-99) 

� You have 3 minutes to read it

� Only read it.



Now try to answer

� Describe how covalent bonding occurs between two 
chlorine atoms and explain why this bond forms.

� Why are fluorine and chlorine gases at room 
temperature?

� Explain why diamonds are very hard

� Explain two reasons why graphite can conduct 
electricity



Can you answer questions easily by 
just reading?

� Research tells us that reading without any other 
activity is the least effective way of revising

� We know that a lot of our students revise this 
way – because they tell us that they do.

� If you have just read the material – it is very 
hard to memorise it or use it to answer 
questions



Reading a texting

� Many teenagers revise and use social media at the 
same time.

� Be strong and say no to phones, computers or TV’s 
while revising



Making a mind map
� As a family on your table I would like you to use the 

plain piece of paper to create a mind map on the topic:

� Giant covalent structures



Using your mind map (close the 
revision guide) try to answer 

� Why do giant covalent structures have high melting points?

� Name two forms of carbon that are giant covalent 
structures?

� Name a form of carbon that is a football shaped molecule

� Why is graphite able to conduct electricity?

� How many bonds does each carbon atom make in diamond?



Which looks nicer – which is more useful?







Exam questions

� Exam questions often bring together a range of topic areas. 

� Once you are confident in the topics use the past papers on 
the exam board website to practice REAL questions.

� http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidan
ce/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes

http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes


Working together
� How much better did it feel to work as a group?

� Encourage productive joint revision

� Be the revision friend



So how do you combat this…..



And this…….



With this…….



And this…….



� I’m not telling you it’s going to be easy.

� But I can promise you it’s worth it.


