Task 1 - The History of South Africa 
This work will introduce you to the South Africa course and help to understand some of the important history of the country. There are  three parts to this task, please bring in your answers to the first lessons in September. 

Part 1 Watch the video ‘The History of South Africa (3000BC - 1879AD)’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOP-oimArag
 - start 1.14 mins into the video and watch until the end (ignore the random Dutch music in the middle!). Answer the following questions as you watch and write down your answers: 
• Who were the first people to enter South Africa? 
• Who displaced the Khoisan?
• Who were the first Europeans to see South Africa? 
• Who founded the first permanent settlement at Cape Town in 1652?
• Who were the ‘Boers’? 
• Who were the next Europeans to arrive in South Africa? 
• What happened in 1805? 
• Which tribe emerged in 1818 as the dominant tribe in South Africa, causing the ‘great displacement’? 
• What aroused British interest in these two regions? 
• Why did tension grow between the Zulus and the British? 

Part 2 Watch the video ‘A Brief History of The Boer Wars’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fr8AqCxB0J8
 Answer the following questions as you watch and write down your answers:
• Why did the Dutch establish a base in South Africa? 
• Why was there was tension between the Boers and the British (ignore the misspelling of slavery on the video!)?
• What was ‘The Great Trek’ (1835)? Explain briefly what it was. 
• As the Boers moved inland, which two republics did they establish? 
• What started the fighting between the British and the Boers (known as the First Boer War)? • Who won the First Boer War (which ended in 1881)? 
• Why did the British try to end the independence of the Boer republics (the start of the Second Boer War)? 
• What tactics did the British use to defeat the Boers? 
• Who won the Second Boer War (which ended in 1902)? 












Part 3 Research the different languages and ethnic groups of South Africa by reading the information below. Make a list of languages and ethnic groups. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Until 1991, South African law divided the population into four major racial categories: 
(1.) Black Africans. Black population accounts 75% of the South Africa's entire population.
(2.) Whites, who account for about 13% of the population.
(3.) Indians, who account for around 3% and 
(4.) Coloureds (this a racist term in some countries, such as the USA, but not in South Africa where it is used to define a specific ethnic group), who are mixed White and Black descent and account for 9% of the population. Although the South African law of racial categories has been abolished, many South Africans still view themselves according to these categories. 
The black population consists of several groups: Khoi-San, Xhosa, Zulu, Ndebele, Sotho, Shangaan and Venda, just to name a few. The biggest groups are Zulus (21 %), Xhosas (17 %) and the Sotho (15%). Next smaller minorities are the Tswana, Venda, Ndebele, Swasi, and Pedi, among others. The Khoi-Sans are originally hunter-gatherers who have inhabited the land for a long time. Many political leaders, Nelson Mandela among them, come from the Xhosa. The first Europeans to reach the Cape of Good Hope were Portuguese, arriving in 1488. However, permanent white settlement did not begin until 1652, when the Dutch East India Company established a provisioning station on the Cape. In subsequent decades, many Dutch, and Germans, began to settle in the Cape. They are called Afrikaners and speak Afrikaans, a language closely related to the Dutch language. The majority of the white population, about 60 percent, are Afrikaners and most of the remaining 40 percent are of British descent. The province of Natal is home to about one million Indians, whose forefathers came to South Africa from India to work on the sugarcane plantations. They were brought to South Africa by the British in the 19th century. A smaller group of Indians came voluntarily to engage in trade. Among the non-white peoples, the second largest group is the Coloured community. These are people of mixed race, they are mainly living in the Cape region. They originate from Dutch sailors intermarrying with the Khoi-San in the 17th century. One of the main characteristics of ethnicity is language. In South Africa, there are at least 35 indiginous languages and, currently, ten official languages. IsiZulu, isiXhosa, siSwati and isiNdebele are Nguni languages. Sepedi (Northern Sotho), Sesotho (Southern Sotho) and Setswana (Tswana) are Sotho-Tswana languages. Venda and Tsonga are two other official languages in South Africa. English and Afrikaans are also official languages spoken in South Africa. 












Task 2 - An introduction to Nelson Mandela 
Watch this video of little-known stories about the life of Nelson Mandela: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSeqrFa9Oqc
 Questions to consider (you do not need to write down your answers to these questions): 
1. This video is from a series about little known stories in history - do you think that it is important to learn about little known stories when studying the past? 
2. The video ends by drawing a connection from what happened to Mandela to a point about education that the narrator thinks we can learn for the present day - do you think that studying history is useful for teaching us about the present? 
3. Nelson Mandela is sometimes used as an example of an individual whose own actions and decisions directly caused major changes in history. Think about the history you have studied up to now, can you think of any examples of individuals who have shaped the course of history? 

