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The beginning of the academic year in Se
time ago now. The | ongest term of the vy
the three seasons from summer to winter

The difference this year is that our sch
have 176 students in Year 7, our | argest
close to our published admissions number
students in Year 11, which exemplifies h
five years.

Year 7 students have made an excellent s
us and come to school every day |l ooking
Year 7 Mrs Goodchil d, who knows every st
sayds&@ | ovely to see the year group takincg
their uniform. Keewy.wWp the good work Ye

I n the October Newsl etter, I mentioned t
(PSBP) andmitlhdgioommud tmew buil d that we havi
some ti me. Last week, we had a meeting
Deputy Head of Operations from the Depar
positive meeting and there wildl be furth

over the coming mont hs.

Three of our support staff | eave us at t
Technician Mr Featherstone; Cover Superyv
Ms Penn. -tQume paSptani sh teacher, Ms Fl eit a
them all and wish them well for the futu

I know many parents have met our SENDCoOs
this term and been i mpressed with the wo
t eam. We have further strengthened the
of our Learning Support Assistants, Mr s
Achi evement Mentor. Mrs Woodward is a h
new role will enable her to teach smalll
gaining additional qualifications.




Cont d/

We have also appointed an EAL (English as ¢
Support Assistant, Mrs Mendoza, who will o
with the students for whom English is a sec

We were very pleased to appoint four new Paeg

this term. We have never had so much intere
indeed had more applications than vacanci es
On behalf of our Governing Body and all the

support this term and wish you and your f an
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Mr Gaynor
Headteacher
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aid of the I ocal Dacorum and Hertfordshi
ICiht y dren os8i xhmembBbdgellr ©ofCscolaédf Mr Burnahb
ady, Mi ss Fernando, -8nd Wbhed®axdh Bodmme
Astl ey Cooper Interact Club, joined the
igh on its three mile journey around t he
fundr ai sers dressed as an el f, a bear dl
one), Christmas hats and jumpers were
ited Grovehill toddlers who got to meet
the final preparations for his epic anr
Burnaby (dressed asA Swaemaratini s gi é xpkbai ente

just wishing pAdplee aaMsimy G@hmwhotpmpas
and half hours, stadheoggapreeitiMref Cot

community is6.ust amazing

I, it was the sight of young faces fil]l
agers and adults alike, that made it cl
digital womsl & ltehieg hsicopmt safi [Samtpa ead a
of happiness to the Grovehill communi:t

and English Teacher



On Wednesday 23 Opfpdndb o o _Yoaor
11 and Year 12 st ,
to the Dacorum Cal
school provided c
students and staf
Shendi sh Manor in
organi sations exh
very busy with on
attending didhoiumg s
The exhibitors re
the many organisapg
Hertfordshire and}p
Haines Watts Char

Accountants, Atlas Copco, Southern

League Football Academy, SWR Ltd, Machins S
Brower , Dacorum Borough Council, Hert for dsh
Computacenter, War ner Bros. , Wat ford Foot be

Year 11 student, L
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6o thought the Car € ’ |
] ’ Vi 4 ALL NVQ LEVELS
event to investiga -9 e TAUGHT TO THE

HIGHEST STANDARDS

available to us. | B
degree would be ne}g
| am intérested in

Pau Turner, anothf
sai :
6t was a good Car
vari ety ofdncom@aaniyg
we ot .

The fair was very
busy. A big thank
the event, which i
George HR Consul ti
Enterprise Company,
Shendi sh Manor and
Counci l

Dr Ryde
Associ at e

S
y
n

Assi stant
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Soon after
mont hs on t
moved into
together as
Both Ernest
attended Le
Ernest went
celebrating
passed away
Foll owi ng h
student s. H
know mor e
racism in o
order to pr
questions,
him and sha
We are very
student s, a
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Hi story
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Teacher

The stafdermmtls ni ght

town of Ypres where

Last Post Ceremony.

has been held every

8. 00pm where bugler

Fire Brigade play t

the arches of iahe

memori al over the

dedicated to 52,00

sol diers killed in

with no known grav

gathered and I|iste

bugles reverberate

arches. After the

Mitchell and Sam A T S

relatives who fought in the war, | aid a Remembr a
On the way home, with the sun shining, but the t
Essex Farm Cemetery TegadatButetl dandwiltehahdi Garamel IGe
crosses with personal messages on oned Brriatviessh. a nl
dignity and respect they showed in such a simple
both staff and students.

Our final stop was Lijssenthoek Cemetery, and an
Her Great, Great Uncle George Cowper, of Kempsto
that was on this site in the First World War. H
Artillery, and had been serving in France since
1917, and was buried in the hospital cemetery th
Gr ave. With her friends around her, Destiny pl a
Mc Grory readheh&dpyemupert Brooke.

For many, this final act of personal remembrance
Al of the students and staff present were | ocke
incredible, unforgettable and speci al moment bro
Cooper School the raw emotional tragedy that the
Mr Bowsher




On Thursday 14 November, we took a group of
t heatrical Warroduwatsiechnre onfew TroubadouWamMheat
Horee adapted from&Mibehsddli nMo rnppowredgo of t he

tells the story of a young boy called Al Dber
outbreak of World War One, Joey is sa&ld to
soon caught wup in enemy fire, and fate take
on both sides before fi®dilmgdhi mMddlefrtal avhe
hi s pa@breeviotns f arm, cannot forget Joey. Thoug
embarks on a treacherous mission to find hi
The show was spectacular. The way in which
we were in awe of how the actors and set de
thdtoéwas a real horse. The students seemed
even a few who shed tears towards the end!
Overall, this was a really enjoyabl e day an
the trip. They were ent husdshieahsatvied,. e nfchwainrki n
Bowsher, Mi ss Gil mour , Mrs Protheroe and Mr

Mi ss A Wel sh
Associate Assistant Headt eacher
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ant CilPulmg¥a

This year we are continui 2 : I i an
This programme aims to r aigs [ : wns of
students who have the pot ., Lt n i ver
future by giving them an ' uni v
l i ke and the chance -$toylee pi ty
teaching with a PhD tutor. m Yea
have been selected to tak They
Ellie Backhouse, Prisca F cDona
Sarah Galasi, Ai meeC€Gohbs

Josh Pembele, Presley Goo ndom,
Callum Gibson, Gabe Njugu

On Tuesday 5 November, th Exe
Coll ege, University of Oxf nch
took part in sessions whi I'1s
go to university, they | ea o ef it
education can provide for their futures and the
Faul kner. They also had a campus tour and oppor
about what university is |ike.

Since then, the students have been taking part
tutor has come into sshypybé totdeilialhertonikhersit
l ooking afrtome Stoapiners to Suffragett®ent Represe
Britigs hwhAircch i s t@#8ePh®dpi Each Kasiséon has requir e

some preparation work and the emphasis has been

what they have found out. By the end of term, s
one@ne sessions with Katie to enable them to i m
draft in January and this wildl be marked using

degree standard.

All students who pass wil/ be invited to a Grad
February and they wild/l have a chance to also ex
uni versity |ife. -

The students have bee=Jp
Katie has commenwerdkio]

they have been, with
and intelligent cont

The programme will r ug
students in the Spri n#

Mi ss A Wel sh
Associate Assistant



Project

Pl ay

\

Band Event

On Friday 6 December, The chool
the first Project Pl ay Ban ' year
students from Maple Grove o d, t
the opportunity to showcase beer
this term. Students perfor i nd
then one full piece as a w tot a
were involved and it was a t he
me et student s from differelf t he s
area. Students really enjo d erfor
will have another opportunity towards the end o
The Astl ey Cooper School would | ike to thank t
Society with their support towards the Music De
Mr @G ady

Music Teacher

Winter Festival

On

Dr a
aud
per
t he
t he
was
stu
t ea
rel
hav
and
ext

Wednesday 11
students from Ye
perforwmaedi aty of
and Music
ience in the
formers astou

ma

ir

t

alents an

Performing A

a pleasure t ’
dents coming ogegner as a
m to kick start the festive season. Tickets
atives, friends and teachers. The student s
e all worked hard o crea
rehearse their pied ! oing
ra curricular progr 8§
l ook forward to man ) . '

future. Thank you i & S we
e to see you at the ' ¢ X &

Harl ey, Mi ss Dowel
ce, Drama & Music T
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Experiments to try at home

Make your own | ava | amp

You wi l |l need

T A clean 1 |l itre clear bott

T 3/ 4 cup of water

T Vegetabl e Oil

T Fizzing tablets (such as A r)

T Food Colouring

What to do

1. Pour the water into the bd

2.Use a measuring cup or funnel to slowly j
i@ al most full. You may have to wait a few
3.Add 10 drops of food colouring to the bot
great.) The drops wil/l pass through the oi
4 Break a seltzer tablet in half and drop t
the bottom and | et the blobby greatness be
To keep the effect going, just add another
shine a flashlight through the bottom of t

Make your own volcano

You wi ||l need
f A volicTaanlok t o an art teacher about how to
mache or plaster. You Gceani malaohuwrsrey ctl a@aymak
use a mound of mud from outside.
T A smal/l container eg a baby food

A S

jar, or similar si
f Red and yellow |
(optional)

T baking powder
f Vinegar

T Washing up |iqu

What to do

1.Go outside or p
cl eam i nside
2.Put the contain
vol cano at the to
3.Add two spoonfu
powder

4 Add about a spo

up liquid

5. Add about fiv

red and yellow food colouring

Now for the eruption!:

Add about 30ml of the vinegar into the con



Engl

Year 8 have been studying homelessness in relat
some Year 8 articles, poems and stories about w
ElI'lis Blake and Alfie Redken Year 8

Homel essness is a rising matter and needs more
do as much as we can in order to give the homel
a break from the | onéél inmbets § uasntd atdhud ths® ngheaet. alrte
children too who have to suffer through all of
cold. Signs and placards | itter the streets of
Al one, cold and suffering while we enjoy happie
fire, unwrapping presents on Christmas morning.
every year on Christmas morning, in Great Brita
Studies have shown that the councils in Great B
temporary housing in the last five years.®d®Askin
not judge by appearances; a r o&Tchhi shesalrawsmaws bheo w
towards the homeless and how we should | earn th
personality before judging [ act tha
homel ess.

Homel essned&l posemBIl ake Yec

I am al one,

Nobody knows

Sitting in a gutter

No |Iife, no clothes

They paéns al ighe st
Nowhere to be seen

I live in shadows

My home, they have been
Scraps pieces barely any fo
My &i ae mess

Andn Ilpractically nude

I& ever-sevrirghtday, | c
in sitting here in pure ,\fjis
Al I want is a bit of K

Even t l&mough bleautician.

all ing & oyotheHegarc,an
n%aé'fo:ranno oneacomes
gr}]'gt h‘mcsamcdm,onl t he
| -dadh slagep too soul
IGn ki nd on-whhaet dicngsmw Wleseel, mi ght have aabfamheéy,
Oh I-nsceeone cares about wheo knows,

From day tondagstheee ip douldlt waney t o see me i
Al'l I can see is this b}g@l@ handgsctcapel-ot hes .

I get called gross and ?‘h%glb:?]tl'yngway I can go i
| ask {wbmthdbpl get? Noﬁ'nén%alms of thiyrhgnbsow
The stocled sand scary, I& just me, -pnryosbea bfl ya nudn tl
My Chri st mas —anythengtb&te%merry

I have nothing to do inlareéeamember t-lwhttncaolyd ni
Al tadho hiospe and pray. mot herdGeadlbye.

Somet ilmefsind it difficult to wal k,

Whil e people mock me as they pass on the
sidewal k.

I n aldzwn make the most of one pound fifty,

i@ be lucky to get @mymore as most think I

ti psy.



Engl

Year 7 have been studying the book Private
and details the |Iife of Thomas (Tommo) Peac
Mot her and Mol l y.

BY MICHATL MORPURGO AUTHOR OF

tor PWrfivame P WAR HORSE

S
|l d through t he
€f.his event ocC
e of ®i daJoar i
kiHyed. Haq, YW

Should I do it?
guestion that ¢
Quivering with
to make this de
options: Il eave .
woul d become a ‘ Lu
di smal person or run away and go up to Heayv
With a heavy heart and a mindset that was t
to see what Heaven | ooked I ike. As | was st
approaching the church. | was becoming inte
chest.
The moo
mo me nt
i ke a
t he ch
| was
worrie
becaus
Dar kne
The co

rivate
ppeaceful

DIVIDID Y 1OVE  UNITID BY WAR

sailed across the sky |like a flyin
became aware of my surroundings. T
. A sudden shiver of excitement
ch, ti pthadd dh gups ttah e craesweer
the top, suddenly | realised that
all that was on top of the church
I Ieft my whole family solicitous 38
consumed my thought s.
|l ness of the air wrapped around me |
snappe me out of my thoughts and brought n
|l ast |l egs and my eyes were drowsy and fatig
l oor zing off into the mysterious | and c

e X

d

d

s

0

e

-~ = n — 35
o
o
-
—

O ® Qo0 nw o nmw o
wn

o

woke wup pecting to see the familiar wal
aw the col stone walls of the church. To
bsentmindedly softly fut tTem@endhurmgeg n my hbug
tried my best insteadngWdeanisngegxlpercdn ygl Toa
angry but t my surprise he put the biggest
me, and gav me a big hug. The moment was t
Even though | was right, this was one of my
|l earnt my | esson and | will never do it agse
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Have

Wi t h
as i
need
simp
Have
slip
mo n e
di sa
ever
part
need
toot
comp
Desp
horr

Yest
At f
was
wer e
deci
food

My |

Engl

you ever béédéackhoBambes®i Year 8

my nails engulfed with dark, inky dirt,
t w@&sutukl bpodBwhoos hmiigdhitotdsonate t he small es
(me); because | &ei egveeedeiededmangthhamg Kk
Iy, I am desperate, so desperate that | &

you ever been homel ess? Well i f you have
ping away or is théatjpsstmeme?bécauvséyahlor
y, food, drink, everything that every inr
ppeared, just | ike my pride and dignity.
yone needs to be a member of, but wunlucki
of and that is the problem; if you have

ing a roof over your head and a segment
haches, stomach cramps from hunger, fl eas
any, someone to keep you ticking, just |

ite the fact that | | eft my own house on

i ble excuse for a building, I really do

er diedg e e Bceornf r ont ed me and asked me for al
irst | denied having either, but the man
rude and patronising. He had hair growing
w@d weeshis skin was simply horrible; he wa
séh oemvern more broke now and more in need f
. I knew | just needed something to keep

ife is in bad shape; the only thing that

my mum bought me, but k8owgiomgatgeserosbbedt s 0

The
pain
agai
and
my e

The
No o
t o
t hat
soci
us f

Al be
want
moi s
wi | |
want

weat her today is awful. The iridescent ptu
ful to watch. When you are homeless, the
nst the solemn streets and whipping your
I hated it to death. Every time | get rer
ardrums once more.

experience is so strange, peculiar in fac
ne accepts me. No one replies -tad lwHatdels es

according to the prejudice deciasiumdserosft an

just a bit of r@E@chdagmntmanescaverdiadkdatay mtar
efiy reead i o meh ®tsstj dstinkseed a bit of ackno
eel that little bit better, and that [ itt

it the fact that all of the days being hc
morning to arise, we all want dawn to cc
turise the sweet, green grass. Neverthel e
keep us from getting immense stomach pai
to be home.



